CALENDAR

Thursday, July 2
10:00 A Video Bible Study
11:30 A Music Camp Meeting
Friday, July 3
Church Office Closed
Sunday, July 5
8:30 A Common Grounds
Café Open
9:156 A Sunday School
10:30 A  Worship Service,
Pat Davis preaching
6:00 P  Youth at the Hannies
Tuesday, July 7

9:30A Yoga
10:00 A  Quilting
Wednesday, July 8

11:00 A Let’s Talk
6:00 P Holy Wow
Thursday, July 9

Friday, July 10
9:30 A  Yoga
1:30 P Youth to lllusion
Museum, Nola
Sunday, July 12
8:30 A Common Grounds
Café Open
9:15 A  Sunday School
10:30 A Worship Service,
Communion
Janet Pace Preaching
6:00 P  Youth
Tuesday, July 13
9:00A Music Camp
Tuesday, July 14
9:00 A Music Camp
9:30 A Yoga
10:00 A  Quilting
5:30 P  Trustee Meeting
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10:00 A  Video Bible Study
6:00 P  Young Adult
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j i “Beads of Religion”

Which is oldest: a book
about dinosaurs, published in
2026, or one about Hurricane
Katrina, published in 2006? An-
swer: the Hurricane Katrina book.
The book about dinosaurs is the
oldest topic but newer book. I use
that in Bible studies to explain
why Genesis is not actually an
old book. That is, it was complet-
ed around 2500 years ago - a new
book relative to its topic, the age
of the universe, which, according
to NASA.gov is 13.7 billion years
old. Genesis gives us clues as to
when it was written. Such as, God
rested on the seventh day - the
Sabbath. Yet, the Sabbath wasn’t
instituted until much later during
the exodus. And let’s be honest,
there were no humans around to
chronicle the events of creation in
real time, nor was there an Israel
until around 1200 BC. The Bible
speaks of the Philistines as de-
scendants of Noah (Genesis 10),
and yet, historically, the Philis-
tines arrived no earlier than 1200
BC. Genesis is a new book rela-
tive to the actual “beginning,”
even when compared to the earli-
est humans, over two million
years ago.

My point: in a few days
my theology professor and I will
visit one of the oldest human set-
tlements ever discovered. And
although the settlement is esti-
mated at 10-12,000 years old, it is
older by 8-9,000 years than the
seeds of our own Abrahamic reli-
gion. We tend to think that our
religion is the oldest, given that
our Bible talks about “the begin-
ning”; yet we know from archae-

ology there are older civilizations
with even older accounts of crea-
tion and older indications of reli-
gious beliefs and practices. What
were they like, especially without
a Bible to prompt these ancients
to worship a god or gods? What
influenced their songs, rituals,
and beliefs? And what might we
share in common with them? It
would be arrogant and ignorant
to think our religion perfectly
ideal while theirs mere supersti-
tion, or that we share nothing in
common.

In an episode of Expedi-
tion Unknown, Josh Gates travels
to the site where my professor
and I will visit. On one of his
digs, he discovers a tiny ball with
two tiny holes ... a bead! Some
12,000 years ago, a hunter-
gatherer drilled tiny holes into a
tiny rock to wear as decoration!
To look ... pretty! For their god?
“We're not so different, you and
L”

For those whose religion
was mostly or solely oral tradi-
tion (without written texts), un-
derstanding these ancients re-
quires some speculation based on
what we can surmise from mate-
rial culture (archaeology) as well
as recent, relatively undisturbed
ancient civilizations (aboriginal
tribes, native practices, etc.), and
what we know about human de-
velopment. We all want to know
where we are from and who we
are. The seeds and beads of reli-
gion? This makes my heart sing!

Dn. Ezell

Somewhere in Turkey

ay. Tomorrow.

Children
Wednesdays, 6 P: Holy Wow July 8, July 22, Julu 29
Special Events
July 13-17 : Music Camp

Youth
Sundays, 6 P: Bible Study July 5 at the Hannies

July 12

July 19 at the Mullens

July 26, 5 PM at the Church
Fridays: Fun Fridays
July 10, 1:30 PM, Illusion Museum in Nola
July 24
Special Events
July 13-17 : Music Camp

Young Adult
Thursdays July 9, July 23

Adult
Wednesday, 11 A: Let’s Talk July 8, July 22

Sunday Morning
July 5: Pat Davis

July 12: Janet Pace

Summer Support Needed
If you are available for leading a children’s sermon; helping out
around the office; visiting members in the hospital; working chil-
dren/family activities; or providing a snack supper for the youth
please let the office know. There are a number of ways to help sup-
port office and ministry staff this summer.

New Video Bible Study

Thursdays, 10-11 A
“Early Christian Heresies,” Dr. Bart Ehrman - Teacher.
Common Grounds Café
For more information contact Donna Dooley.

MINISTRY OUTREACH

In Loving Memory
Paul Bateman united with this church on November 4, 1973 and
departed this life on June 18, 2026.

Frances Henry united with this church on July 11, 2010 and de-
parted this life on June 30, 2026.

Communion at Home
Sunday, July 12

To best prepare for this special time please contact the church of-
fice, by July 6 if you would like communion elements delivered so
you may participate from home.

Urgent Help Needed
We are seeking volunteers to help with extended session on Sun-
day mornings during service to help care for and serve our small

children. We need 1-2 volunteers each Sunday to serve on a rota-
tional basis. Contact the office to sign up

Southeast Ministries
Our neighborhood food bank is in need of dried beans

JULY 19

Quarterly
Business

Meeting

Join us for a picnic
before our meeting
Cost: $5
Contact the office to sign up for lunch

burgers, hotdogs, and sides




